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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
l^jflB Of Claims: 
Claims 1-15 (Canceled) 

16, (Currently Amended) An article of manufacture, comprising: 

an o v e n mi t t article for holding a pot, said article ov e n mitt comprising a ring, fastener for 
attaching said ov e n mitt t o a m o un t ed r od wi t hout r emoving th e ro d f r om its su p ports, said fastene r 
c o m p rising a l o o p having an ope ning m s aid l oop : said ring being affixed to said article, and ring 
comprising a opening and a slit said slit comprising a first width, 

said opening comprising an open conflfiuration and a clo&cd cuiifmmaliuu, wherein said ring 
has sufficient flexibility to allow a user to enlarge said first width of said slit to a greater width when 
force is applied by the user. 

wh er ein said fasten er can b e ins e rt ed o nt o a r o d when said open i ng i s i n said o pen 
co nfigu r a t i o n , 

and wherein said ring has memory such that, after being flexed, said slit will return to said 
first width when the force is removed . 

and wherein said fastener is secur e d o n t o the r o d such tha t said ov e ivmi tt- l itt ng s^ of faFliwro d 
when-Sard fastener is in said cl o s e d c o nfigura t i o n . 
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17. (Currently Amended) An article as claimed in claim 16, wherein said uven mitt article 
comprises an edge and said fastener comprises a slit, and wherein said slit intersects with 
said edge. 

] 8. (Currently Amended) An article as claimed in claim 17, wherein, said edge is an upper edge 
of said article. 

19. (Currently Amended) An article as claimed in claim 16, wherein said fastener can also be 
used to suspend said o v e n mit t article from a ho o k rod, without removing the rod from its 
supports . 

Claims 20-21 (Canceled) 

Claims 22-24 (Canceled) 

25. (New) An article of manufacture, comprising: 

a towel-related product, said towel -related product comprising a ring, 

said ring being affixed to said towel-related product, and ring comprising a opening and a 

slit, said slit comprising a first width, 

wherein said ring has sufficient flexibility to allow said slit to be enlarged from said first 

width of said slit to a greater width when force is applied by the user, 

and wherein said ring has memory such that, after being flexed, said slit will return to said 

first width when the force is removed. 
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26. (New) An article as claimed in claim 16, wherein said article is an oven mitt. 

27. (New) An article as claimed in claim 25, wherein said article is an oven mitt. 

28. (New) An article as claimed in claim 16, wherein said article is a potholder. 

29. (New) An article as claimed in claim 25, wherein said article is a potholder. 

30. (New) An article as claimed in claim 25, wherein said article comprises an edge and said 
fastener comprises a slit, and wherein said slit intersects with said edge. 

3 1 . (New) An article as claimed in claim 25, wherein said edge is an upper edge of said article. 

32. (New) An article as claimed in claim 25, wherein said fastener can be used to suspend said 
article from a rod, without removing the rod from its supports. 
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